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So much to be thankful for…. 

 

I can’t believe the speed with which we have returned from our summer break and began our common life 
of worship here at St. Mary’s.  Welcome Home Sunday happened too fast for me, and just when I thought I 
was finding my bearings, our Creation Season is already upon us.  Phew!  I think if I have learned one 
thing this summer, it is that I should never plan to return from vacation the day after Labor Day. 

As we shift gears into full speed ahead, I want to take this time to draw your attention to the many bless-
ings with which our lives have been enriched by God.  It is in acknowledging these blessings that we are 
able to give thanks and show our gratitude to God who provides for our every need.  Our Sunday school 
program is off to a very good start, and the children are excited about their new ministry: the Red Wagon 
Ministry, which provides items for our St. Gregory’s pantry.  Through this ministry, our children are learn-
ing to be good stewards of God’s bountiful grace, which allows us to attend to the needs of the less fortu-
nate.  I explained to Laurie Clayton, Superintendent of Sunday school, that the presence of our children at 
the beginning of our corporate worship is a significant expression of St. Mary’s family love for children.  
Through this change in our liturgy, we demonstrate to our children that they are a very integral part of our 
lives, including our faith experiences.  How wonderful to see our children join us in reciting the Nicene 
Creed!   Thanks to Mother Maria, they participate in a Children’s Eucharist every Sunday before going to 
their classrooms.  Mother Maria’s rapport with our children cannot be overstated.  Her loving attention to 
our children makes them feel very much a part of the St. Mary’s family.  She is also a wonderful resource 
for Laurie and the Sunday school teachers.  In a few weeks, our older children (Rite 13 and J2A) will be 
challenging all of us to walk with them in the Point Pleasant Crop Hunger Walk, which is aimed at ending 
hunger, one step at a time.  The walk will take place on the boardwalk on Sunday, October 24 at 2 PM.  
Stay tuned for more information. 

Another thing I am thankful for is the active ministries of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew.  Next month, the 
Brotherhood will be celebrating their first anniversary, and already, they have become a household name at 
St. Mary’s.  The main objective of the Brotherhood is to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ among men and 
boys.  They accomplish this through, Prayer, Study and Service.  In a few weeks, two members of the 
Brotherhood will lead us in a six-week adult bible study.  Stay tuned for more information. 

These new initiatives at St. Mary’s bring joy to my heart and I pray it does the same for you.  Truly, we at 
St. Mary’s have much to be thankful for, so let us not forget to give God our thanks and praise.  Always 
remember, God loves you, and I love you too. 
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Last Sunday marked my third 
month as a priest. Holy Crow, 
three months! I've spent some time 
reflecting on what these three 
months have taught me. I'd like to 
share my thoughts with you. 
 
First, I have learned that ministry is never done alone. 
We are a family here at St. Mary's and I am grateful that 
you have accepted me into this wonderful place, and 
have given me a chance to live out the work that God has 
called me to do. 
I've learned that summers at St. Mary's may be light in 
attendance, but rich in spirit. The Saturday evening  
liturgy was such a spiritual time to share in the happiness 
and lightheartedness that summer brings. It gave me a 
chance to preach without feeling pressure, and because 
of it, I think I've found my preaching niche. I hope you 
have felt fed by my preaching and have been inspired to 
think about what God is speaking in your heart. I am 
open to your thoughts and would be happy to hear  
anything you might want to say or advice you want to 
offer. Please feel free to speak to me about whatever is 
on your heart. 
I've learned that there is an excitement that comes every 
Sunday morning when I make myself ready for Liturgy 
and know that you and I will enter into a place of prayer 
in order to share the Holy Meal. 
I've learned that when I hear somebody refer to the 
priest, I still turn around and look to see who they are 
speaking about; but that's the joy for me, to be a priest is 
just so very cool, I can hardly believe God has brought 
me into this vocation. 
Finally, I have learned that prayer is the single most  
important instrument we own to maintain our  
relationship with God. I have found that early morning 
prayer with a hot cup of coffee on my back porch  
prepares me for the day ahead. I have found that when I 
start each day in conversation with God, the challenges 
of the day are met with greater ease, and less stress. 
Don't get me wrong, the challenges still present  
themselves, but I feel better equipped to handle them. 
I commend this to you my friends. In the words of St. 
Ignatius, “ Act as if everything depends on you and pray 
as if everything depends on God.” 

 
Blessings, Maria+ 

 

TODAY 
one child will die every 5 

seconds because of hunger. 
 
Most will be younger than five years 
old.  Most will die from ordinary childhood illnesses 
– Dysentery, Influenza, Respiratory Infections – ill-
nesses they could survive if they were not already 
weakened by malnutrition. 

 
WALKING TOGETHER FOR A LITTLE 

WHILE, WE CAN HELP. 
AFTER ALL, A LITTLE WHILE IS A LONG, 

LONG TIME IF YOU’RE HUNGRY.  
 

WHEN:       SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2010 
WHERE:    REGISTRATION AT THE INLET 

PARKING LOT 
TIME:  1:30PM (Walk begins at 2:00PM)

Answers can be found on page 6 
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The sick of our  
Parish Family 

Claudia Gammon 
Tom Rumpf 

Holly Longstreet ~ Ruth Kieb 
Bill Wesson ~ Augie Oppel 

Bertha Rieling ~ Alberta Spinola 
Susan Kane ~ Jim Dunn 

Jon-Mark Schneider ~ Norma 
Beth Hoglund ~ Derek Sturm 
Phyllis Fecci ~ Kim McCorry 
Cameron ~ Lauren Schrama 

 
The friends of our  

parish family who are sick 
Amanda ~ Raymond 

Kevin ~ Bob Fitzsimmons 
Frankie Kunz ~ Anna Trucios 

Lisa ~ Nicole 
Patricia Meyer ~ Pat Dominianni 

Jennifer Jones ~ Robert McCartney 
Ann Cannon ~ Maren 

Glen ~ Ken ~ Paul 
Jessica ~ Pam Elmendorf 

Peggy Kuczmarski ~ Ed Nigota 
Virginia Young ~ Alaine Bolton 

Bobbie Lynn Wolfe ~ Xavier Wolfe 
Harry Cutter ~ Garalyn Velasco 

Addyson Rose ~ Nicholas Valentine 
Bob Cannon ~ Jessie 

Abby ~ Lexi ~ Alex Taylor 
Charles Derrick ~ Jerry Medolla 

Kathleen Auer ~ John Jarusiewicz 
Johanna Graham ~ Tylee Hahm 

Denise ~ George ~ Colleen 
Lena Billick 

 
The Homebound 

Jim Dunn ~ Betty Scholer 
Holly Longstreet ~ Viola Ferris 

Lugene Hahm ~ Ann Hoyer 
Mary Ker ~ Estelle Lambrugo 
Richard Heanni ~ Linny Hatch 

Bill Wesson 
 

Those in the armed services 
Anthony Santa Lucia 

Thomas Patrick ~ Richie Fulham 
William Quigley ~ Chris 

James Birch ~ Ian Hatch ~ Mark 
Tom McCarthy ~ Stephen Howell  
and all those who are in danger in 

this time of war 

 

COMMUNITY HYMN SING 
 

October 24, 6:30 PM 
First Baptist Church, River & 

McLean Aves.,  
Pt. Pleasant Beach 

 
Saturday,  

October 2nd 
10:00am in 
the church  
parking lot 

 
 

Fr. John will be blessing all 
your special animal  

companions.  Bring your dogs, 
cats, birds, fish, frogs or any 

other ‘friends’ for their  
special day of prayer.    

THE  
BROTHERHOOD 
OF ST. ANDREW  
is selling BOOKS 
FOR A BUCK.   

 
Check out their selection in  
Farnsworth Hall.   If you 
have any slightly used 

books that you would like 
to donate, please drop them 

off near the book shelf. 

St. Mary’s will be hosting the  

FRIENDSHIP  
DINNER 

 On Sunday, October 10th,  
at 4:00PM at Harvey Memorial 
United Methodist Church, 1120  
Arnold Avenue, Pt. Pleasant. 

 
Volunteers are needed to  

prepare desserts and appetizers 
and also to help set up, serve 

and clean up.  If you are  
interested please sign up in  

Farnsworth Hall. 

 

WHAT EXACTLY IS THIS 
STEPHEN MINISTRY WE’VE 

BEEN HEARING ABOUT?    
Stephen Ministry is lay caring  
ministry.  Stephen Ministers are not 
counselors or therapists; rather they 
are caring Christian friends who can 
offer a listening ear to help others 
through the tough times in life.  
Stephen Ministers are trained and  
supervised in their ministry and all 
information that is shared is strictly 
confidential.  If you are going through 
a tough time and could use a caring 
friend, please call Lois Lyon at  
732-899-7465 or Chuck Reagan at  
732-901-5997. 

Interfaith  
Hospitality  
Network is  
holding a  

 
“Black Friday 50/50”  
as fundraising event for 2010. 
Tickets are $5.00 each and the 
prize will be 50% of the total 
ticket sales.  Our goal is to sell 
2000 which will generate a 
prize of $5,000.00.    
The drawing will be held on 
November 24, 2010 at 3pm, 
just in time for holiday  
shopping! For tickets or more 
information, please call Pat 
Downing at 732-674-6210 or 
June Cornier at 732-288-0678  

The PTO at Antrim Elementary School 
now has a Special Education Committee 
which will act as a resource and support 
group for caregivers with Special Needs 
children.  It is not a requirement to have a 
student at Antrim to participate.  For only 
$5.00/year/family, "Friends of Antrim" 
can join the PTO and  participate in this or 
various other committees affiliated with 
our PTO. 
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The Brotherhood of  
St. Andrew meets on 
the first Tuesday of 

each month at 6:30PM 
in the Jones Room.   

 
The meeting is open to all men. 

You do not have to be a member of St. 
Mary’s to attend.   

Please bring a friend! 
 

St. Mary’s vestry 
meets on the second 
Wednesday of each 
month, at 6:30PM in 

the Jones Room, to review and  
approve normal monthly operational 
expenses of the church, receive reports 
from various committees, plan and 
approve capital improvement projects, 
and attend to concerns within the  
parish.   If you have any questions or 
concerns you would like brought  
before the vestry, please speak to one 
of the current vestry members below: 

 

Fr. John, Rector 
Diane Buckley, Senior Warden 

Jack Greene, Junior Warden 
 

Vestry Members 
Jim Beale ~ Lisa Bonin ~ Pam Cooper 

Al Fecci ~ JoAnne Montanti 
Tom Rumpf ~ Lynn Schambach 
Alan Soyster ~  Michele Trenkle 
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Volunteers to help at 
the Asbury Park 
Soup Kitchen the 
second Saturday of 
each month 
 
We meet at Trinity Church the second 
Saturday of the month from 9:30 to 
about 1:30 to prepare and serve lunch.   
Come and help.   For more information 
contact Joan Biondo at 732-899-5331 
 

Directions to the Soup Kitchen 

- Start out going NORTH on BAY 
AVE / CR-604 toward FORMAN 
AVE. <0.1 miles 
- Turn RIGHT onto FORMAN AVE. 
0.2 miles 
- Turn LEFT onto CINCINNATI 
AVE / NJ-35 N. Continue to follow 
NJ-35 N.  2.4 miles 
- Turn SLIGHT RIGHT onto NJ-34 
N.   Pass through 1 round about. 4.0 
miles 
- Merge onto NJ-138 E toward    
BELMAR. 1.7 miles 
- Merge onto NJ-18 N toward        
EATONTOWN. 4.5 miles 
- Take the RT-66 E exit- EXIT 10A-
toward ASBURY PK. 0.2 miles 
- Merge onto ASBURY AVE. 0.6 
miles 
- Turn SLIGHT LEFT. <0.1 miles 
- Turn SLIGHT RIGHT onto CR-16 / 
ASBURY AVE.  Continue to follow 
ASBURY AVE. 1.5 miles - End at 
503 Asbury Ave 
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A red wagon is at the rear of the 
church for your donations 
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St. Mary’s is in 
the process of 
starting a prayer 
shawl ministry.  
This involves a 
team of quilters who meet once 
a month (or more frequently) to 
pray and knit a prayer shawl.  
The shawls will be presented to  
parishioners who are ill or are 
going through some difficulty 
in their lives.  If you are  
interested in this ministry, 
please speak with Fr. John. 

A note from 
Food For  
The Poor . . . .  
    

Food For The Poor wishes to 
thank you for the welcome you 
extended to Father Pierce on 
his recent visit to your parish.  
On behalf of our less fortunate 
brothers and sisters of Latin 
America and the Caribbean, we 
thank you for having shared in 
their lives.  They, and you, are 
blessed by your generosity. 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE -  
BE A FAMILY MENTOR     

Your encouragement and support can 
make a real difference in the life of a 
low-income, formerly homeless,  
family that is 
struggling to become 
more self- reliant. The 
IHN PLUS 
Mentoring Program 
was devel- oped to 
extend the services of 
The      Interfaith  
Hospitality Network.  It connects  
volunteer mentors with families who 
are trying to create more positive  
futures. The mentor builds a  
committed, trusting relationship with a 
couple or individual. The focus of the 
relationship is on helping families  
develop a clear picture of what they 
want and planning the steps they can 
take to bring their dreams into reality. 
No special skills are required - just a  
willingness to draw on your own life 
experience, to listen and to help  
others.   One to two hours per week 
for one year plus initial training class 
is required.   Classes starting soon! 
Want to learn more? Contact IHN at 
732-736-1550 or ihnolus@amail.com. BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP 

Interactive ~ Co-Ed ~ Flexible 
 

Wednesday nights 
October 20th - November 17 

7:00-8:00PM 
 

Topics for the 5 sessions 
Embrace God ~ Jesus 

Salvation ~ Community 
Practice 

 

Presented by  
The Brotherhood of  

St. Andrew 

ST. MARY’S SOCIETY   
 
meets on the second  
Tuesday of every 
month at 1:00 P.M. 
in the Jones 
Room.   
 
 

Please join us if you can. 
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Point Pleasant Beach High School 
Class of 2012 
is hosting their  

��������	
�   
on 

Sunday, November 14, 2010 
from 

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
in the high school gym 

This is a fundraiser for the Class of 2012! 
Anyone interested in becoming one of our numerous  

vendors please contact Mickey Brooks at 
xomickey96@yahoo.com. 

Thank you for supporting the Class of 2012! 

 

 

 

THREE WINNERS! 
25% First Winner 

15% Second Winner 
10% Third Winner 

 

Drawing, October 22, 2010 
During St. Mary’s 

5th Annual Gift Auction 
at 

The VFW located at  
373 Adamston Road in Brick 

Donation $5.00 
Winner need NOT be Present to Win 

 

Proceeds to benefit the  
Outreach Ministries of St. Mary’s 

 

For Gift Auction tickets contact  
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Fr. John Thompson-Quartey, Rector 
Tuesday thru Friday from 9:00AM-
5:00PM by appointment. 
Maria Sanzo, Assistant Rector Monday 
9:00AM-5:00PM and Wednesday 

10:00AM-6:00PM by appointment. 
Cherisse Petruzzi 
Monday through Friday 8:00AM-3:30PM. 
 

There is a staff meeting each Thursday afternoon from 
1:00-2:00PM and the office is closed each weekday 
from noon-1:00PM for lunch.   If you miss any one of 
us, please just leave a message and we’ll call you back 
as soon as possible.  You can email Cherisse in the 
parish office at: stmssecretary@verizon.net 

 
 
 
 
 

The Staff 
The Rt. Rev. George E. Councell, Bishop 

The Rev. C. John Thompson-Quartey, Rector 
The Rev. Maria Sanzo, Assistant Rector 

Esther Graham, Organist and Choir Director 
Cherisse Petruzzi, Parish Administrator 

Sande Iovino, Bookkeeper 
 

Wardens 
Diane Buckley, Senior Warden 

Jack Greene, Junior Warden 
Carleton Dilatush, Warden Emeritus 

 

Vestry Members 
Jim Beale ~ Lisa Bonin ~ Pam Cooper 

Al Fecci ~ JoAnne Montanti ~ Tom Rumpf 
Lynn Schambach ~ Alan Soyster ~  Michele Trenkle 

 

Finance 
Gary Smerillo, Treasurer 

John Drew, Assistant Treasurer 
Alan Wagner, Financial Secretary 

The Monthly STAR is mailed electronically.      
Copies for those who do not have email will be 
available for pick up at the rear of  the church 
and the homebound will receive their copy 
through the mail.  If you would like to receive informa-
tion via email please send your address to Cherisse at 
stmssecretary@verizon.net.  Those who wish to receive it 
via mail should also indicate that.  Please note that the 
idea is to cut cost not cut you off from communication. 

Self Help Groups  
at St. Mary’s 

 
 

Day  Time & Group 
 

Monday - 1:00PM, AA in Farnsworth Hall 
 

Tuesday - 7:00AM AA in Farnsworth Hall 
 - 1:00PM, Alanon in Farnsworth Hall 
 - 7:00PM, AA in the Jones Room 
 

Wednesday - 1:00PM, AA in Farnsworth Hall 
 - 8:00PM, AA in Farnsworth Hall 
 

Thursday No Groups 
 

Friday  - 9:00AM, AA in Farnsworth Hall 
 - 11:00AM, Alanon in the Jones Room 
 - 8:00PM, AA in Farnsworth Hall 
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8:00AM Holy Eucharist Rite I 

10:00AM Choral Eucharist Rite II 
Church school begins at 10:00AM  

in the church 
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7:15AM Holy Eucharist 

The Tuesday morning chapel service begins at 7:15AM 
with morning prayer, Rite II.  After a short minute of  
silent prayer and contemplation, the service continues 
with the Holy Eucharist, Rite II.  Breakfast at Starting 
Point Grill (formerly Duffy’s)  immediately follows.   

If your schedule does not permit attendance for the entire 
service, you are welcome to attend any portion of it.   

All seats in the Chapel are good seats!   
Please join our small (but faithful) group. 
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6:00PM Holy Eucharist 

 
St. Mary’s STAR is  
published the first of  

each month. 
 

If you would like to submit something for next 
month’s issue please send it to Cherisse at  

stmssecretary@verizon.net no later than the  
20th of the previous month.   


