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Remembrance and Hope 

 
 

Sunday, September 11, 2011 will mark the tenth anniversary of the devastating tragedies that 
struck our country, and shook the foundations of our faith.   That fateful day, changed our lives 
forever.  For those who are not of the World War II generation, this date will be etched in our 
minds for generations to come.  Because we still live with the aftermath of these terrorist acts; we 

have less trust for those who look different, we are enduring delays at the airports due to security procedures and our  
nation is fighting two wars.  Needless to say, thousands of lives were needlessly lost on September 11th, and many 
families are still grieving the loss of loved ones.  Broken hearts and shattered dreams have left some of us with a 
sense of hopelessness.  So what are we to do with these diminished feelings of hope?  How can we use the tenth  
anniversary of September 11th not simply as a reminder of our devastation but more importantly, a chance to build a 
better and safer future for generations to come? 
 
As Christians, our first recourse in these times is to cast our hope on God.  We turn to our faith in times of crises  
because we believe it is God alone who can shield us from danger and destruction.  We do this through prayer and 
thanksgiving.  We pray for those who have died, and for those who mourn, and we give thanks for those who  
provide us with safety and security. Here at St. Mary’s by-the-Sea, we have invited the chiefs of our Police and Fire 
Departments, as well as representatives from our Armed Services, to join us for prayer and thanksgiving.  We will 
pray for their safety as they endeavor to provide us with safety, and we will give thanks to God for their service to 
this great nation of ours.  But the overriding theme of our service that day will be HOPE.  For without hope, we will 
all perish.  Our hope will be grounded in God, the protector of all who trust in him.  Our hope is that we as        
Christians will continue to work for justice and peace, so that we can build a better future for generations to come.  
As our Presiding Bishop wrote in her statement to all Episcopal churches, “The greatest memorial to those who died 
ten years ago will be a world more inclined toward peace.” 
 
On Sunday, September 11, please join us at the 10 AM service, as we remember those who have died, and pray for 
those whose line of work provides us with safety and security.  Invite a friend or a neighbor; it will be a glorious 
celebration of life as we create a world of peace and justice for our children and generations to come. 
 
There will be a reception in our “New” Farnsworth hall, thanks to Jenn Mattison, the chairperson of our Hospitality 
Committee. 
 
Always remember, God loves you, and I love you too. 

	
���	
��
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 “Normal day, let me be aware of the treasure that you are…”  This is the 
first line of a poem someone gave me before I left for college.  At the 
time, it made no sense to me until I got to school, moved into my dorm 
room, and began something very new and different from anything I had 
ever experienced.  I would have given anything for one normal day back 
at home. 
 
Truth be told, we are creatures of habit, and while we enjoy the  
occasional moment of excitement, perhaps the down slope of the roller 
coaster ride which lasts just a few seconds, a steady diet of drastic ups 
and downs can give us a sense of insecurity. We yearn for “normal”. 
 
Since we began the season of Pentecost, we have listened to Mathew’s  
gospel stories painting a picture of uncertainty.  We’ve heard the stories 
of the disciples’ boat being tossed on the water, Jesus calming the storm, 
his announcement of his arrest and death causing a notable rise in Peter.  
Mathew’s stories are written for the newly formed Christian church 
whose life is nothing close to normal.  The new community of  
Christianity was struggling to adapt to something very new, very  
different from anything they had ever encountered.  It was far from a 
normal day for them, but Jesus filled them with his mercy and his grace.  
He strengthened them and fortified them and gave them what they 
needed to live through all kinds of adversity. In the deepest places of 
their hearts, among the new and the unknown Jesus lived.  We are here 
today, a continuum of those early Christians who lived through the  
unknown. 
 
In the last seven days, I’ve encountered an earthquake and two  
evacuations due to the hurricane.  Nothing seemed normal.  Many of you 
have lived through the anticipation of the hurricane, and are now  
adjusting to the damage it left including impassible roadways and loss of 
electricity, flooding and property damage.  What kind of day is it when a 
100 year old covered bridge is carried away by the current of a storm?  
Hardly normal, I would say.  And yet, and yet, in the midst of it all, in 
the very heart of all the loss and devastation, in the center of the most 
abnormal is….God. 
 
May you feel the mercy, the grace and the love of Christ in the midst of 
each day, both normal and not so normal. 
 
God’s best 
Maria+ 
 

St. Mary’s will be hosting the  
 
 

  
 
 
 

On Sunday, October 10, at 4:00PM  
at  

Harvey Memorial United  
Methodist Church  

1120 Arnold Avenue, Point Pleasant 
 

If you would like to volunteer please 
contact Merry Joerg at 732-840-1285 

Dear SCI volunteers, 
  
The Seamen's Church 
Institute has extended an 
invitation to all SCI  

supporters to attend their Christmas at 
Sea Gala and Auction 
  

Tuesday, November 29, 2011 
at  

The Union League Club 
New York City 
6:00-8:30 p.m. 

  
Proceeds benefit SCI, including its  
volunteer knitting and holiday gift  
distribution program, Christmas at Sea. 
  
For more information, please contact: 
Carrie Christensen at  
cchristensen@seamenschurch.org  
or (212) 349-9090, ext 244. 
or  
http://www.seamenschurch.org/sci-
special-events 

 
 
 

A snapshot of our current  
financial situation: 

Income and Expenses for  
August 2011 

 
Income $    9,761.00 
Expenses $  24,807.61  
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I want to provide an update on two projects currently being undertaken by 
St. Mary's.  First, the planning for the feasibility study is progressing and 
a meeting is scheduled for Sunday, September 11 between services.  Jeff 
Knauer from Kirby Smith will give a presentation on the study and the 
process.  It is extremely important to the future of St. Mary's that you at-
tend this meeting and participate in the study as we will be gauging the 
spiritual health of St. Mary's, and also our desire to support a capital fund-
raising campaign. 

Additionally, the project to provide accessibility into St. Mary's is moving 
forward.  Shortly we will be receiving plans from our architect that will be 
reviewed by our Building and Grounds Committee as well as the Ves-
try.  When approved, we will then have a plan to move forward with so 
that we can get quotes on construction cost.  Funding for this project will 
be coming from a variety of sources, including grants, parishioner dona-
tions, and fundraising.  A substantial sum has already been donated to this 
project, but it will not move forward without a source of funding being 
identified.  We also have a project in the works to rebuild the steps into 
the church from the parking lot.  This would allow for deeper steps that 
would benefit people with walkers and limited mobility in accessing St. 
Mary's.  This project will be coordinated with the Memorial Garden Com-
mittee as they are looking at replacing the retaining wall. 

As September begins,  I look forward to the return of our St. Mary's fam-
ily, and the beginning of Sunday school as we prepare for another year. 

Yours in Christ, 

Al 

UPDATE ON PARISH  
FEASIBILITY STUDY 

  
Saint Mary’s by the Sea is moving  
forward with a feasibility study  
conducted by Kirby-Smith Associates. 
The dual purpose of the feasibility 
study is to gather information regarding 
the spiritual health of our church  
family as well as determine the  
capability of addressing much needed 
repairs and improvements to the church 
building and rectory.  Our goal is to 
learn together as a congregation, in 
ways that bring unity to our church 
family and properly maintain the place 
in which we gather. Every church 
household will be invited to participate 
in the process. The study will begin on 
September 11 at 9:15 AM with a  
presentation by Jeff Knauer, of Kirby 
Smith, and the Feasibility Study  
Committee.  The results will be  
presented in mid October. You will 
receive specific details regarding the 
study in a letter to be sent on  
September 1, 2011. 

The Rector, wardens 
and vestry would like 
to thank Jenn Mattison 

for the transformation of Farnsworth 
Hall.  Thank you Jenn, job well done! 
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As we prepare for the start of our new church year, it has become necessary 
to take inventory of our various ministries.  At this time, two of our Ushers 
have taken on new ministries and therefore are no longer available to usher on  
Sundays.  Two have resigned for various     reasons.  We are 
in need of four (possibly new) people to fill the vacancies in 
our Ushers’ Guild.  If you have a friendly disposition and 
can keep a smile on your face, you are made for this   
ministry!  The ushers are the first point of contact for any 
visitor to our parish, and as we all know, first impressions are 
hard to     forget.  If you feel the Holy Spirit tugging your 
heart strings to be part of this vital ministry, please speak 
with the clergy as soon as pos- sible.  May the good Lord 
bless you as you consider taking on a new ministry at St. Mary’s. 

President George W. Bush  
(September 11, 2001) 

 
Tonight, I ask for your prayers for all 

those who grieve, for the children 
whose worlds have been shattered, for 
all whose sense of safety and security 
has been threatened. And I pray they 
will be comforted by a power greater 
than any of us, spoken through the 
ages in Psalm 23: “Even though I 

walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I fear no evil, for  

You are with me.”  
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Brought to you by the Stewardship Committee  
 

What does Saint Mary’s mean to you? 
Jenna Schambach 
(Originally submitted 13 May 2010 as part of the St. Mary’s scholarship process) 
 
 As followers of the Christian faith, there are certain traits that we all possess, such as being compassionate and 
forgiving to both our familiar neighbors and to the strangers that also walk the Earth beside us. Being a part of the St. 
Mary’s family has allowed me to acquire traits such as those, and I did so not only from just my involvement in 
church activities, but also the wonderful Christians that attend this church have led me down that “road less traveled 
by” from which these traits are derived.  I feel privileged being a part of a place of worship that radiates with love 
and kindness, just waiting, with open arms, to all people that walk through our doors, to share the good news of the 
Lord. 
 
 Transformation is a term used in biology to describe an interesting phenomenon in which bacteria can absorb 
DNA from the environment around them, in turn making them more suitable to survive in that environment. Attend-
ing St. Mary’s during that crucial period of going from a child to an adolescent, I have experienced my own transfor-
mation.  
Although I can’t absorb other’s DNA, I feel like I did absorb the awesome qualities of being a good Christian that 
will allow me to go very far in life.  This church has shown me that I can turn toward the Lord during hard times but 
I can also turn to them for guidance as well. As someone who has had their fair share of trouble in school and in 
other instances knowing this makes all the difference in the world. 
 
 We all know that life doesn’t come with directions, but St. Mary’s has provided me with opportunities such as 
mission trips and other volunteer work that have given me a direction. St. Mary’s is so much more than just hearing 
the word of God, in my perspective St. Mary’s is living it. 
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Pray for the sick of our  
Parish Family 

Jack Batchelar, Toni DeSantis,  
Mary Ker, Zach Pable,  

Connie Embree,  
Sam Kelly, Mary Hill, Eileen,  

Bob Grote, Vincent Montanti, Lois, 
Barbara, Claudia Gammon,  

Holly Longstreet, Ruth Kieb,  
Bertha Rieling, Alberta Spinola, 

Susan Kane, Norma, Beth Hoglund, 
Phyllis Fecci 

 
Pray for the friends of our parish 

family who are sick 
Pat and Kevin Quinn, Mary Beth, 

Jane, Catherine, Mrs. Case,  
Doug Martin, Gene Moniz,  

Erica and Mel, Jean Greene, Kevin, 
Gregory, Debbie Varga  

Nancy S. Heidt, Rachel J. Heidt, 
Darcy H. Heidt, Debbie Varga,  

Tom Smith, Tracy Koss, John Thorpe  
 

We give special thanks for  
answered prayer 

  Jon-Mark, Cameron,  
Lauren Schrama, Joan Biondo,  

Pat Vazquez, Dave Brown,  
Loretta DeSantis, Joyce Vilas,  
Irene Angelo, Patty McKinstry,  

Dru Kegreiss 
 

The Homebound 
Ruth Currie, Betty Scholer,  

Holly Longstreet, Viola Ferris, 
Lugene Hahm, Ann Hoyer, Mary Ker, 

Estelle Lambrugo, Richard Heanni, 
Linny Hatch, Bill Wesson 

 
For those in the armed services 

Anthony Santa Lucia,  
Thomas Patrick, Richie Fulham,  

William Quigley, Chris, James Birch, 
Ian Hatch, Stephen Howell, Mark  

 

and all those who are in danger  
in this time of war 

 
Saturday,  

October 1st 
at 10:00am 

in the 
church  

parking lot 
 

Fr. John will be blessing all 
your special animal  

companions.  Bring your dogs, 
cats, birds, fish, frogs or any 

other ‘friends’ for their  
special day of prayer.    

Sunday, September 18th 
 
 
 
 
 

8:00AM Holy Eucharist 
Breakfast at 9:00AM 

Church School begins in church  
at 10:00AM 

10:00AM Choral Eucharist 
 

If you would like to volunteer for the 
breakfast please contact Cherisse in 

the parish office 732-892-9254 
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Congratulations! 
 

June Winner 
Ms. Rosemary O’Drain 

Philadelphia, PA 
Ticket #197 

 
July Winner 

Ms Karen Freeman 
Farmingdale, NJ 

Ticket #34 
 

August Winner 
Phyllis Meisenbacher 

Point Pleasant, NJ 
Ticket 223 

 

As I walked 
down the isle 
of Target last 
night I saw it, 
the giant sign 
with those 
three dreaded 
words, 
BACK TO SCHOOL ."  The store 
was filled with all kinds school 
supplies, including an entire wall of 
back packs. It brought to mind an 
important tradition we stared here 
at St. Mary's a year ago, the bless-
ings of the backpacks.   

Bring your back pack to church on 
Sunday September 11th and we will 
pray together for a good year at 
school. Let those back packs be a re-
minder that whenever we feel too tired 
or overwhelmed, God will carry us 
through the tough times. 

Blessings, Mother Maria + 

 

Sunday, October 9th  
is Heritage Sunday 

 

Mark your calendars! 
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It may be a surprise to many, but currently 
there are more than 70 people living in a 
tent city located off Chambers Bridge Road 
in Lakewood.   They are living, 12 months 
out of the year, in tents, shacks, trailers and 
tepees.   Just a few homeless people began 
gathering in the woods there in 2005, but as 
the financial meltdown worsened, their 
numbers grew.   
Pastor Steve Brigham has been working 
with the community since it began forming. 
Two years ago, he quit his job as an  
electrical contractor and 
now lives with the  
homeless in the camp. He 
lives in a bus donated to 
him from a local school.   
"I wonder to myself how 
long I can continue with the population 
growing, resources dwindling. ... I'm very 
concerned about this winter, extremely  
concerned about ... whether I'm going to 
have everything I need to keep these people 
satisfied and comfortable and the basic 
needs met," Brigham said.   
If you would like to see video on the tent 
city Google tent city lakewood new jersey 
and watch the 5 part series.   The residents 
in tent city are always in need of canned 
food, peanut butter, jelly, crackers, pretzels, 
sweatshirts, sweatpants, heavy socks, boots, 
blankets, shampoo, bar soap etc.    
Donations may be left in Farnsworth Hall in 
the large box marked “Tent City” (near the 
elevator)  Deliveries are made each Tuesday 
afternoon.   
 
 
Thank you 
very much for 
your  
generosity. 
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Our thoughts and prayers are  
extended to the family and friends of 

 

Ann Cannon 
 

May her soul, and the souls of all the faithful  
departed, through the mercy of God,  

rest in peace. 
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Fruits and juices 
 

A red wagon is at the rear of 
the church for your  

donations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOOTBALL 
GAME 

 
VS Duquesne 

Saturday, October 29th, 1:00P.M. 
 

TICKET PRICES 
Adults $10.00 
Youth $7.00 

Please make checks payable to St. Mary’s and  
indicate “football game” in the memo 

 

Please email Jim Beale at jim6736@yahoo.com or 
call 732-740-9806 or email John Maher at 

johnmaher325@gmail.com 
 for tickets or more information! 

 

 

 Sponsored by the  
 Brotherhood of St. Andrew 

������������������ ���
Volunteers to help at the Asbury Park 
Soup Kitchen the second Saturday of 
each month 
 
We meet at Trinity Church the second  
Saturday of the month from 9:30 to about 
1:30 to prepare and serve lunch.   Come and help.   For 
more information contact Joan Biondo at 732-899-5331 
 

Directions to the Soup Kitchen 

- Start out going NORTH on BAY AVE / CR-604 toward 
 FORMAN AVE. <0.1 miles 
- Turn RIGHT onto FORMAN AVE. 0.2 miles 
- Turn LEFT onto CINCINNATI AVE / NJ-35 N.  
 Continue to follow NJ-35 N.  2.4 miles 
- Turn SLIGHT RIGHT onto NJ-34 N.   Pass through 1 
 round about. 4.0 miles 
- Merge onto NJ-138 E toward BELMAR. 1.7 miles 
- Merge onto NJ-18 N toward EATONTOWN. 4.5 
 miles 
- Take the RT-66 E exit- EXIT 10A-toward ASBURY 
 PK. 0.2 miles 
- Merge onto ASBURY AVE. 0.6 miles 
- Turn SLIGHT LEFT. <0.1 miles 
- Turn SLIGHT RIGHT onto CR-16 / ASBURY AVE.  
 Continue to follow ASBURY AVE. 1.5 miles - End 
 at 503 Asbury Ave 

On Sunday, September 11, 2011, 
the tenth anniversary of the 
tragedies that struck our country, 
St. Mary's will be honoring and  
thanking all those whose line of 
work continue to provide us with 
security.   In addition to the  
service of Thanksgiving, we will 
also be remembering those who perished on that fateful 
day. The theme of our service is: Remembrance and 
Hope: A service of thanksgiving for our safety.   
The service will be at 10:00AM, and will be followed 
by a reception in Farnsworth Hall. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

       Saturday, December 3rd 
 

         Watch for more details! 
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PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN INFORMATION  
 

 
Name(s): ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________________City/State/Zip Code: ___________________  
 
Home Phone #: (_______) _______-____________ Cell Phone #: (_______) _______-____________  
 
Email Address: _____________________________________@______________________ 
 

EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION  
 
Name(s): ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone #: (_______) _______-____________ Cell Phone #: (_______) _______-____________  

 
STUDENT INFORMATION  

 
Last name   First Name   Date of Birth  Grade as of 9-1-2011 
 

______________________ ______________________ _____/_____/_____ ____________________ 
 

______________________ ______________________ _____/_____/_____ ____________________ 
 

______________________ ______________________ _____/_____/_____ ____________________ 
 

______________________ ______________________ _____/_____/_____ ____________________ 
 

STUDENT MEDICAL INFORMATION  
Please specify details for each child (as necessary)  

 
**Allergies/Medical information:    Description 
 
Name: ______________________________________    __________________________________________________ 
 
Name: ______________________________________    __________________________________________________ 
 
Name: ______________________________________    __________________________________________________ 
 
** Please advise of any major illnesses within the past year, any special needs (including but not limited to dietary 
needs), and whether the student’s activities should be restricted for any reason. 
 
Medication currently being taken (include dosage and schedule for Over-the-Counter and Prescription medication): 
 
Name: ______________________________________    __________________________________________________ 
 
Name: ______________________________________    __________________________________________________ 
 
Name: ______________________________________    __________________________________________________ 

continued on page 9 
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Health Insurance Co: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Policy Holder name: ___________________________________________   Policy Number:____________________ 
 
 
Name: ______________________________________    __________________________________________________ 
 
Name: ______________________________________    __________________________________________________ 
 
Name: ______________________________________    __________________________________________________ 
 

PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN AUTHORIZATIONS  
 
I give permission for the above named child(ren) to participate in St. Mary's-by-the Sea Episcopal Church, 
Point Pleasant Beach, NJ, Sunday School program. I understand that I am required to remain at St. Mary's 
while my child(ren) attend Sunday School. I give permission for my child(ren) to join the youth of St. Mary's 
in any of the activities or trips sponsored by the church, its staff and sponsors. I expect the youth leaders to do 
their best in maintaining a safe environment for all the children. I expect that I will be notified as soon as pos-
sible in the event that my child becomes ill or is injured. In the event of an emergency, if I cannot be reached, 
I hereby authorize an adult leader of this activity as agent for me, to consent to any x-ray examination, medi-
cal, dental, or surgical diagnosis, treatment, and hospital care advised and supervised by a physician, surgeon, 
dentist (as appropriate) licensed to practice under the laws of the state where services are rendered, either at a 
doctor's office or in any hospital. I hereby indemnify, agree to hold harmless, and waive any claim against St. 
Mary's-by-the Sea Episcopal Church, its members, representatives, officers, agents, or employees, for any and 
all bodily injury or loss to property resulting from any activities in which my child(ren) participates. 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Date: _______/_______/_______ 
 
 
 
Occasionally we photograph children at St. Mary's and use the photos, without identifying children by name, 
in St. Mary's publications or on our website.    Please indicate below: 
 
____ YES  You may use photographs of my child(ren) in publications or on the website. 
 
_____ NO  Please do not use photographs of my child(ren). 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Date: _______/_______/_______ 
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Fr. John Thompson-Quartey, Rector 
Tuesday thru Friday from 9:00AM-
5:00PM by appointment. 
Mother Maria Sanzo, Assistant Rector  
Monday 9:00AM-5:00PM and  

Wednesday 10:00AM-6:00PM by appointment. 
Cherisse Petruzzi, Parish Administrator 
Monday through Friday 8:00AM-3:30PM. 
There is a staff meeting each Wednesday morning 
from 11:00-12:00PM and the office is closed each 
weekday from noon-1:00PM for lunch.   If you miss 
any one of us, please just leave a message and we’ll 
call you back as soon as possible.  You can email 
Cherisse in the parish office at:  
stmssecretary@verizon.net or phone 732-892-9254 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Mary’s by-the-Sea 
The Rt. Rev. George E. Councell, Bishop 

The Rev. C. John Thompson-Quartey, Rector 
The Rev. Maria Sanzo, Assistant Rector 

Esther Graham, Organist and Choir Director 
Cherisse Petruzzi, Parish Administrator, Bookkeeper 

Janet Daniels, Candidate to the Diaconate 
 

Wardens 
Alan Soyster, Senior Warden 
Jack Greene, Junior Warden 

Carleton Dilatush, Warden Emeritus 
 

Vestry Members 
Karen Altemose ~ Lisa Bonin ~ Jenn Mattison 

Nick Mazzola ~ JoAnne Montanti ~ Lynn Schambach 
Tom Sullivan ~ Michele Trenkle ~ Alan Wagner 

 

Finance 
Gary Smerillo, Treasurer 

John Drew, Assistant Treasurer 
Alan Wagner, Financial Secretary 

The Monthly STAR is mailed electronically.      
Copies for those who do not have email will be 
available for pick up at the rear of  the church 
and the homebound will receive their copy 
through the mail.  If you would like to receive informa-
tion via email please send your address to Cherisse at 
stmssecretary@verizon.net.  Those who wish to receive it 
via mail should also indicate that.  Please note that the 
idea is to cut cost not cut you off from communication. 

Self Help Groups  
at St. Mary’s 

 
 

Day  Time & Group 
 

Monday - 1:00PM, AA in Farnsworth Hall 
 

Tuesday - 1:00PM, Alanon in Farnsworth Hall 
 - 7:00PM, AA in the Jones Room 
 

Wednesday - 1:00PM, AA in Farnsworth Hall 
 - 8:00PM, AA in Farnsworth Hall 
 

Thursday No Groups 
 

Friday  - 9:00AM, AA in Farnsworth Hall 
 - 11:00AM, Alanon in the Jones Room 
 - 8:00PM, AA in Farnsworth Hall 
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7:15AM Holy Eucharist 

The Tuesday morning chapel service begins at 7:15AM with 
morning prayer, Rite II.  After a short minute of silent prayer 

and contemplation, the service continues with the Holy 
Eucharist, Rite II.  Breakfast at Starting Point Grill 

(formerly Duffy’s)  immediately follows.  If your schedule 
does not permit attendance for the entire service, you are 

welcome to attend any portion of it.   
All seats in the Chapel are good seats!   

Please join our small (but faithful) group. 
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8:00AM Holy Eucharist Rite I 

10:00AM Choral Eucharist Rite II 

 
St. Mary’s STAR is  
published the first of  

each month. 
 

If you would like to submit something for next 
month’s issue please send it to Cherisse at  

stmssecretary@verizon.net no later than the  
20th of the previous month.   


